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Primary School Places in  
Southwest Sheffield 

Sheffield’s big ambition is that every child attends a great school and achieves their potential. A 

key part of this is making sure every family has access to a good local school place. We are aware 

there has been an increase in demand in the Southwest area and have been working locally to 

meet this commitment. 

The latest news… 
 

As you may know, the Council recently held a consultation around a proposal to permanently 

increase by one class per year at Dobcroft Infant and Junior Schools from 2016. Having listened 

very carefully to all of the issues and alternatives put forward during consultation, the Council’s 

Cabinet decided to pause on the proposal to permanently expand Dobcroft. 
 

Cabinet members agreed that a further exploratory period was needed to consider all of the 

alternative options to increase places in the Southwest in more detail. Any proposals to expand a 

local school that comes out of this period of exploration would then be subject to a further 

statutory 4-week period of consultation prior to any final decision by Cabinet. 
 

What we heard during consultation 
 

We heard from a large number of people through the consultation process and had many detailed 

responses. For anyone wishing to see these, the Cabinet Report from 18th March 2015 is available 

at www.sheffield.gov.uk and this includes all responses in full as well as the FAQs from the 

consultation period. Within the detailed responses there were some clear themes and familiar 

topics that came through that give us insight into the issues that people were most concerned 

about. We are therefore proposing to use these as the key criteria to judge each option against: 
 

 Children’s outcomes: the impact on the standard of education that would be provided in the 

area 

 Equality: whether this option would ensure that the needs of all children are met, in 

particular the needs of more vulnerable children and families 

 Need for places: whether the option meets a need for additional places in the area, the 

impact on neighbouring schools, and the impact on families of not getting a local place 

 Buildings, sites and cost: whether the option is practically possible and represents a value-

for-money use of public funds 

 Community: the impact on the wider community and local residents, including traffic and 

environmental issues 
 

We also heard many alternative suggestions. These varied from options around expanding other 

local schools to bringing schools together, as well as opening a new school in the area. All options 

will be explored further and will be judged against the criteria above when considering which 

proposals to take forward to a period of statutory consultation. 

http://www.sheffield.gov.uk/
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Where are we in this process? 

 

 

 

 

 

What happens during the period of exploration? 

The next period of exploration covers the catchment areas of Dobcroft, Dore, Ecclesall, Greystones, 

Holt House/Carterknowle, and Totley (including the local church schools). This newsletter is being 

made available across that area to start this process. Throughout the period we will be updating and 

making information available through the Council website at www.sheffield.gov.uk/schoolplaces. 

a. We will be publishing information on Monday, 20th April about all of the options that we have 

heard so far to give a starting point for this process. We will include the outcomes of the 2015 

Reception allocations process, following the offer of an extra class at Dobcroft Infants. 

b. We will then be holding a series of workshops where we can go through the information in more 

detail and listen to views (see below for dates and details of how to attend). 

c. Following the workshops we will publish an online survey to gather views from all stakeholders 

during this period – please look out for this on the website towards the end of the month. 

How can you get involved? 

We will be holding workshop sessions to look at all of the issues in detail as follows: 
 

 10.00-11.30am Thursday, 23rd April at the Town Hall 

 18.00-19.30pm Thursday, 23rd April at the Town Hall 

 9.30-11.00am Tuesday, 28th April at St Mary’s Church, Bramall Lane 

 18.00-19.30pm Tuesday, 28th April at St Mary’s Church, Bramall Lane 
 

We are hoping for a wide range of stakeholders, representing many views from across the area, to 

come along and help us in this exploratory period. Places will be limited, to book on to one of these 

sessions, please email schoolreorganisation@sheffield.gov.uk stating which dates you can make in 

order of preference. We will contact you by email when your place is confirmed. 

Contact us 

You can look online at www.sheffield.gov.uk/schoolplaces for the latest information and we will set 

up a frequently asked questions document that will be updated throughout the period. You can also 

contact us at schoolreorganisation@sheffield.gov.uk. 

Finally… 

Thank you for reading this newsletter. As shown by the recent decision to pause, the Council is 

committed to listening to you. We will prioritise the option that is in the best interests of children 

and families and represents value for money, whilst maintaining and improving the quality of 

education on offer in Sheffield. 
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